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State of hoods

We are told that a wise man prophesized that the meek shall
inherit the earth. By the turn of events for as long as one
cares to remember, one will be tempted to think that the
wise man has perhaps slipped up on his predictions. Amidst
the hue and cry of desperations and unfulfilled promises, those
who are at the helm of affairs of the state continues to wax
eloguent on the trumped up achievements which are
unfortunate far and few between. It would perhaps sound
pessimistic for a lot of people as the media turns up page
after another on the sordid state of affairs day in and day
out, but the fact of the matter is that despite the small
positives happening in between, they get crowded out by the
sheer number and magnitude of the social maladies, caused
either out of ignorance or as an effective distraction for other
bigger deliberate blunders. The state today is on the verge of
yet another social turmoil, with various armed groups openly
ccoming out in support of their communities and chasing out
the rightful owners from their homes, just because the think-
tank at the service of the state government either failed to
counsel with the subject experts and knowledgeable historians
or, more likely, ignored the suggestions and inputs of those in
the know. The result, as we have witnessed, is an unnecessary
and undesirable tension between communities that have been
coexisting since time immemorial, giving rise to feelings of
suspicion and ill-will. The present situation also presents an
existing opportunity for certain individuals with vested
interests to sip a wedge of hatred between the various
communities. What is making the situation worse is not the
admission of the blunder by the state government, but is
rather the dithering and unnecessary delays in rectifying it.
The festering tension, if allowed to continue unchecked will
most likely turn vlolent and unstoppable with armed groups
joining the fray. The state government has so far handled
communal issues with velvet gloves, and more often than not
has acceded to unacceptable demands and conditions just to
keep peace. The practice, on the face of it might seem
judicious and acceptable, but it also breeds resentment and
bad blood amongst the remaining groups. To be fair, it is an
extremely sensitive exercise for the state government to
address communal differences, and is often fraught with
possibilities of the solution snowballing into another. But that
cannot be an excuse for the lack of effort and enthusiasm,
nor is the repeatedly backfired procedure of taking hasty and
often uninformed decisions in an ill-adviced attempt to rush
up such affairs. At the end of the day, the best decision will
be one where the history, customs, laws and regulations have
been consulted, referred and incorporated. The state

uld then be strong enough to enforce and
jon rather than to give in to the arm twisting
communal hooligans and opportunists.

10 killed in Egypt blast

IANS
Cairo, Jan. 22At least 10 people Egypt's interior ministry said.

were killed in a blast in Egyst’ Egypt has been facing anti-THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
Giza province, the media reportedgovernment attacks, mostly in theCONCEPT OF MODERN NATION
The blast killed ten people,Sinai peninsula, which killed STATES IN NAGALAND AND
including seven policemen, andhundreds of police and soldiergNDIA IN THE 20 ™ CENTURY

injured 13 as security forces raidedsince 2013

aterrorist hideout in Giza provinceMost of the terror attacks were’
Cairo onclaimed byAnsar Bayt al-Maqdis
militant group, which has change

near the capital
Thursday Xinhua reported.

terrorists were hiding inside,
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Delhi police issue terror alert after driver of
hijacked taxi found dead

Agen: “We are taking no chancasfe are not  visiting theArdh Kumbh. Police said the men had also been
Now Dellh, Jan 22:Delhi police on allowing anyone to park their carsExtra paramilitary forces were planning strikes in Haridwar, where
Friday issued an alert after the drivemear India Gate. The lawns have beedeployed in New Delhi, Mumbai and thousands of devotees are now
of a taxi allegedly hijacked by closed.We are not allowing tourists Bangalore, where the French consulatejathered for thardh Kumbh festival
unknown people from Pathankot wasto stand on the road for long. Theyon Thursday received a letter warningin Panaji, Goa Police have stepped
found murdered, sparking securitycan take pictures and leave quickly againstits presiderstpresence atthe up security in the state and were
concems in the midst of a nationwidesaid a senior police fer. Republic Day celebrations. investigating a postcard received by
crackdown on suspected Islamic Stat@he fresh terror alert came amid raid<Police are investigating the source ofthe State Secretariat and warning to
terrorists. across the country by sleuths of thehe letter which said Francoise harm Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Police released details of the vehicldVational InvestigationAgency Hollande should cancel his trip to and uefence minister Manohar
through its oficial Twitter handle (NIA)in search of suspected Islamiclndia beginning Sun Par
saying the MarutAlto was hired by State terrorists, sources sai paratelypolice a\so arres(ed four In Mumbal the police are yet to trace
three unidentified men on January 20At least six suspected terrorists weranen in L ho were
The driver of the vehicle, identified detained from different placeson suspicion of planning an attack inseen near the city'coast on January
asVijay Kumar, was later found dead including Bangalore, the sourcesDelhi. Security officials said the four 13. Authorities said they have taken
at the Kalta bridge in Kangra, policeadded. had been under surveillance forthe incident seriously because of a
said. Police in Himachal Pradesh Auth have tightened months after their online 2010 intelligence report that the
where the vehicle was registered, saidcross major cities following a flurry activities drew suspicion, including terrorist group Lashkee-Taiba had
theAlto was not registered with any of intelligence reports warning thatcontacts with people in territory in procured 50 paragliders from Europe
travel agency militants could target everything from Iraq and Syria controlled by the and was conducting a training in
What sent police into a tizzy was thebusy malls to millions of pilgrims Islamic State group. Pakistan to launch an aerial attack.
fact that earlier this month terrori: - - - - —
had killed the driver of another vehicle
hadialedthe dnverofancthervehioe 2 killed in crude bomb blast in BengaBirbhum district
Pathankot airbase. Bolpur, Jan. 22:wo people, According to police records, has witnessed violence in which
“There is no need to panic but weincluding a Trinamool Congress Hafijul was one of the prime crude bombs have been used
urge people to stay alert. CitizeNspanchayat samiti member, wereaccused in the murder of aregularly A couple of years ago
should inform the police control oo killed and one person was injuredTrinamool worker and was held atabout 800 crude bombs were found
if they see any suspicious activifywhen crude bombs stockpiled atDubrajpur in the same district fewstockpiled in a primary health centre
around them,” said deputy their house exploded on Thursdayyears ago. The murder was than the district.
commissioner of police Rajan Bhagamight in a village iWest Bengaki fallout of power struggle between“There is no such thing as law and
aid. Birbhum district, police said on two local factions of the party  order inWest Bengal. Police are
The alert came amidst heightened-riday. Local villagers claimed Hafijul was afraid to take steps and leaders of
security in the Capital ahead of thePolice said Hafijul Sk and Liton Sk a Trinamool Congress supportethe ruling Trinamool Congress are
Republic Day celebrations to Heallies Tariq Hossen were killed in and was absconding since Mayeaving no stone unturned to make
attended by French President Francoihe explosion under 2012in with the a safe haven for criminals.
Hollande as the chief guest. Khoirasole police station. The blastof Buro Sk, another supporter ofMamata Banerjee is promoting
Police sources said the top brass| afhattered the roof and broughtthe ruling party Hafijul returned terrorist training camps and bomb
the police have called a meeting at thelown a portion of the house to the village only a few days backmaking units in Bengal,” Siddharth
India Gate lawns later on Friday {oHowever, villagers claimed there but police did not felt it necessaryNath Singh, BJational secretary
discuss the security details at the vifalvere at least eight people in theto arrest the absconding leadersaid.
installations around New Delhi. | house and some of them were killecthey said. Union home minister Rajnath Singh
Police have already made India Gateoo but their bodies were removed“Powerful bombs, guns andhad also severely criticised the law
and Rajpath out of bounds fdrbefore the police arrived ammunition were stocked inand order situation ilVest Bengal
vehicles and tourists. Birbhum superintendent of police Hafijul’s house. Last night, we sawwhile addressing a public meeting
This year, police closed movementpMukesh Kumar said primary some people, mostly outsidersin the North 24 Parganas on
vehicles on Rajpath early in the does not indicate ide bombs. Suddej day
reports of any terrorist group heard an explosion,” said a villager“Not even the police are safe here,”
in the incident. Over the past few years, BirbhumSingh had said.
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The Indo-Naga conflict: a question of internal Indian

ethnic conflict or a conflict between two nations?
(Write up produced here is the lecture delivered at the Centre for Mami;nlile§b)4(aka D. ‘Iralu)

SECTION - lIl one generation to the other througlof Chi d settled and action in th from Naga
word of mouth, there is no mentionfor 600 years beglnmng o a3 ethme identity to Naga national

whatsoever of the Nagas driving and ultimately towards the

some former inhabitants of the land tantrusions and raids from these twoealisation of a modern Naga nation
make the lands their own. The fact iseighbouring kingdoms and also othestate. The Naga Club was formed in
Prior to 1947, neither Nagaland norone where their forefathers, like anykingdoms like the Burmese, Tripuris 1920 by the Nagas who had returned
India were independent sovereigrother nations in the world, at someDimashas and the Cachar kingdorsom their World War experience in

states in the patiern of modern natiorspecific time i history migrated from from the 13' century to the 18 Europe. By February 2, 1946, the Naga
tates. Nagaland was then a countrynore populated regions of tifesian centuries are all there in recordeclub of 1910 had metamorphosed into
f more than fifty-four tribes with the continent and settied down in theirhistory.As for their encounter with thethe Naga National Council (NNC). One

of
possible terror attacks.

The security force stormed theits name to “Sinai State” andpyitish having suzerainty over only present lands and made it their landBritish in the 19 century and their of the first important actions, taken by

apartment after
information that a group of State.
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receivingdeclared loyalty to the Islamic eight tribes. India, on the other handTheir continuity as a people inhabitingresistance against British rule for onehe  NNC was to submit a

was then a sub-continent of fivetheir present lands is an establishetundred fifteen years (1832 - 1947)memorandum to the British Cabinet
hundred sixty two autonomoushistorical fact. In historical records, thenumerous accounts are found in thilission which came to India in 1946
princely states besides the provincefirst mention of the Nagas as a peopl@ritish colonial records. It s said thain the light of the impending transfer of
under British rule. inhabiting their present lands was madehe battles the British fought with thepower between India and Britain. In
The spirit of nationalism that sweptby Claudius Ptolemythe Greek Naga tribes in the ¥eand first half of the memorandum, the NNC declared
acrossAsia andAfrica in the 20 historian and geographerA 150. In — the 20" centuries far outnumber all thethat the future of the Nagas would not
century affected Nagaland and Indichis records Ptolemy mentions thefrontier battles fought with the Indiansbe bound by any arbitrary decisions of
only in the earlier half of the 20 Nagas aslagaloi (Claudius Ptolemy in the great Indian sub-continent. Evethe departing British Government if
century This spirit of nationalism took Geographia, Vol V1L, (i)p.18). They  in spite of all these battles, the Britisfsuch decisions were taken without the
some concrete shape and direction farere again mentioned by Hiusang, were able to subjugate only thirty peprior information and approval of the
both Nagaland and India only in thethe Chinese raveller who spent 1entof actual Nagaterriogfhe actual Naga people. This memorandum was
19205. Now some Indian historiansyears in India betweeAD 629-645. Ni to the Cabinet Mission on
would argue that the Indian HiuenTsang visited Kamrup the capital120,000 sq. km). In British colonialApril 9, 1946. This was followed by
independence movement started fromf theVarman King, Bhaska/arman  accounts, the unconquered 70%he submission of = another
the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857, This inAD 643. From Kerupissam, inteioris ofte Nagas were recordettemorandum to the outgoing Brish
assertion is disputed as S-YU-Ki” he writ territories or and the incoming Indian
of actual historical facts by historians,the Nagas sayingThe east of e excluced in the thirty per

many of them Indiare will come to country is bounded by a line of hils - centlands that the British administeredyf the case of the Naga people for
these details later on. For the momenso that there is no great city to the they never laid any claims to the landself determination and an appeal to
we will separate the two countsy’ kingdom. The frontiers are they were administering. In factHer Majesty's Government and the
historical developments. In the case o€ontiguous to the barbarians of C.V.Aitchinson in Treaties, Government of India. This
Nagaland, we will begin with a brief Southwest China. These tribes are and ibmitted on March
account of Naga history in fact akin to those of the Man records thatNo written treaties or 27, 1947. Copies of the same
THE DEVELOPMENT OF  people in their customs agreements have been made withmemorandum were also sentto Clement
ETHNICITY TO NATIONALITY ~ (Thomas Watters, On Yuan any of the Naga tribes (Vol.XIl, Atlee, the then Prime Minister of
IN NAGA HISTORY Chwang's travelin India, Vol.lll, Part 1931, p.91).Also following the Britain, Members of the House of
Ancient Naga history - The Nagas I, Varanasi, 1903, p1} Quoted in submission of the Naga memorandurhords and also Winston Churchill.
sre an ancient people whosevisier Sanyia History of Negasand 1o the Siman Commission in 1929Getting o favourable respanse fram
forefathers migrated into their presenNagaland, p.7 where the Nagas had refused to either the British Government or the
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abitat before the Cl these records, the Nagas amecluded in the reformed scheme olndian Government, the NNC nextmet
era ofAD 1. Their forefathers belonged also mentioned in the R the British , inLord the then Governor-
to the Sino-Mongoloid race that cameof the Manipur kingdom in records like recognition of their demands put th&eneral of India with the proposal that
inwaves from South Eatia towards  Chietharol ~ Kumbabu and Naga Hills undeexcluded aredn the - the new Indian Government act as the
the end of the BC era. Their entryNingthourol Kumbabu (AD 663-763 Government of Indict, 1935. guardian power for a period of ten
points to their presen lands wereand AD 906-996). They are also Modern Naga history - The yearsafterwhich the Nages would be
through the Himalayan region and thementioned in the chronicles of determine their own political
Burmese corridoWhether in historical Ahom kings who came from upperto the Simon Comm\ssmn in 1929 byuture.

records or oral traditions passed fronBurma and the western Unan provincethe Naga Club was in a sense the first .
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